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STREETOFDREAMS

BRIAN SCHMIDT
BUILT THIS
DREAM HOME IN
RECORD TIME

When Joie de Vivre
passed its final
inspections, builder
Brain Schmidt
changed his T-shift
from “Yes, I will
finish” to “Yes, I am
finished.” Others on
the street doubted he
could complete the
complex home in the
short building time
frame dictated by the
show opening.
TRIBUNE PHOTOS:
JOHN VINCENT

Tuesday, August 11, 2015

E

ver been told that something can’t be done? That’s
the challenge that faced
builder Brian Schmidt at
this year’s Street of Dreams.
Many doubted that he could
build the 5,736 square foot Joie de
Vivre in a mere six months, and
that’s what drove him to build one
of the most advanced, complex
homes in the history of the show.
So tight was the schedule that
Schmidt encouraged his team by
wearing a T-shirt that said, “YES, I
WILL FINISH.” The day the home
was approved
for occupancy
he changed to
a “YES I AM
FINISHED”
shirt.
Being a builder in the Street of
Dreams “you get to be grouped
with the best of the best,” he says.
“Thousands of people are going to
see your work.”
“I’m proud of this house,” says
the 41-year old Schmidt. Despite
the compressed time frame, “there
wasn’t a single shortcut,” he says.
Schmidt grew up in Tualatin,
and had always admired the Street
of Dreams, even saving a souvenir
magazine from the 1995 show.
“I never thought I’d be part of
it,” he says. He wanted to be an architect, he says, “I like to work on
plans, and I like to work with clients.”
His career in building started after getting his MBA and joining
Olsen Homes, Inc. There, he
worked on the office and client
side of the business, before eventually stepping up to manage the
company. It was during his time
working for Olsen Homes. that
Schmidt got his first taste of the
Street of Dreams — working on
“The Legacy” in the 2005 show.
The home won eight awards, including Realtors Choice Best in
Show.
When Schmidt went out on his
own, building in this year’s Street
of Dreams wasn’t on his radar. It
wasn’t until February that he
signed on to the home project,
which was well into the planning
and design stage with Mike Barclay of Barclay Home Design and
Ronda Divers of Ronda Divers Interiors. According to Schmidt, another contractor didn’t work out,
and he was approached to build.
“I had every reason to say yes,”
he says.
Normally, a home like Joie de
Vivre would take 12 to 15 months
to complete. Schmidt did it in six,
while improvising some unique
building processes along the way.
Schmidt installed a type of alumi-
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Street of Dreams
Dates: Aug. 1-30
Times: 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. Last ticket sold at 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Highlands in Lake
Oswego
Admission: $17, Children 10 and
under free
Home Builder Foundation support: Add $1 to your ticket to
donate
Parking: All parking is off-site and
requires a 5- to 7-minute free
shuttle ride
Saturday & Sunday: 4000 Kruse
Way Place, Lake Oswego
Monday - Friday: 2500 Country
Club Road, Lake Oswego
Weekend Trolley: Second and A
Avenue in downtown Lake Oswego.
There is no public parking at the
show site.
The following are not allowed at
the Street of Dreams: Backpacks,
strollers, pets, smoking and outside food or drink.
For more information:
streetofdreamspdx.com
in the home are eight to ten feet
tall.
The home’s living spaces extend
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outside of the home’s walls, with
Joie de Vivre by Brian Schmidt Builder is a 5,736 square foot home designed by Mike Barclay of Barclay Home Design. Its
an outdoor dining space mirroring
windows are some of the largest ever placed in an Oregon residential property, and they took four weeks to install.
the interior dining room. There’s
an outdoor exercise room next to a
covered outdoor relaxation area
and fireplace.
In the core of the home is a massive, metal-spined, three-story
staircase. Thick maple planks form
the steps, and a maple-topped metal railing system completes the
structure.
“Brian was a great person to
work with, he’s a can-do person”
says the home’s interior designer
Ronda Divers, “he doesn’t fluster
at any barriers.” Divers has
worked on many Street of Dreams
homes, and credits Schmidt with
bringing together a quality group
of subcontractors to work on the
project.
In order to meet the tight deadline, the builder had as many as 70
people per day working on the
project in the final weeks of construction. “Everybody on the site
LEFT: Like a massive sculpture rising from the lower level recreation room, the custom metal-spined stairway climbs with bought into the project and philosultra-thick maple treads through the heart of the home. RIGHT: The Joie de Vivre features a large master suite with a wide ophy, and that’s why we were sucnatural gas fireplace. The horizontal theme is reinforced by the windows over the bed and a trayed ceiling. Ronda Divers
cessful.” He’s worked with many of
Interiors designed the home’s interior.
the subcontractors for as many as
17 years, and knew they could be
num-framed window never before
a crane had to be brought in to
home with massive amounts of incounted on to complete the home
used in Oregon for residential con- place them in their frames.
terior volume and light, with
with no shortcuts.
struction. The massive glass panSo Schmidt flipped the tradition- 22-foot ceilings in some areas and
“It’s everything you expect in a
els took four weeks to install, rath- al construction schedule, completlots of steel framing, according to
multi-million dollar home, and
er than the two days that a typical
ing the interior of the home while
Schmidt.
more,” Schmidt says with confiwindow installation takes. So
the exterior was still being formed.
“It’s a really clean and cohesive
dence. “It’s not Street of Dreams
heavy were the panes of glass that Designer Mike Barclay penned a
layout,” he says. Most of the doors
Light.”

